210           PRISONERS OF WAR AND GRAVES
ARTICLE 217.
The whole cost of repatriation from the moment of starting
shall be borne by the German Government, who shall also
provide the land and sea transport and staff considered
necessary by the Commission referred to in Article 215.
ARTICLE 218.
Prisoners of war and interned civilians awaiting disposal
or undergoing sentence for offences against discipline shall be
repatriated irrespective of the completion of their sentence or
of the proceedings pending against them.
This stipulation shall not apply to prisoners of war and
interned civilians punished for offences committed subsequent
to May 1, 1919.
During the period pending their repatriation all prisoners
of war and interned civilians shall remain subject to the
existing regulations, more especially as regards work and
discipline.
ARTICLE 219.
Prisoners of war and interned civilians who are awaiting
disposal or undergoing sentence for offences other than those
against discipline may be detained.
ARTICLE 220.
The German Government undertakes to admit to its
territory without distinction all persons liable to repatriation. *
Prisoners of war or other German nationals who do not
desire to be repatriated may be excluded from repatriation ;
but the Allied and. Associated Governments reserve to them-
selves the right either to repatriate them or to take them to
a neutral country or to allow them to reside in their own
territories.
The German Government undertakes not to institute any
exceptional proceedings against these persons or their families
nor to take any repressive or vexatious measures of any kind
whatsoever against them on this account.
ARTICLE 221.
The Allied and Associated Governments reserve the right
to make the repatriation of German prisoners of war or German
nationals in their hands conditional upon the immediate
notification and release by the German Government of any